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The source code of BlueSpice is based on the scripting language "PHP". It must be 
installed on your server in order to operate BlueSpice. The steps listed here are 
required.

Introduction

PHP is not installed with a "classic installation package", but the sources are downloaded and 
integrated in IIS via the .previously installed PHP Manager

Downloading PHP

In your browser, open the  (1). Find the latest official download page for Windows on php.net
version 7.3.x (2) 64-bit (3) Thread-Safe (4) and download it here (5):

Follow the download instructions.

Please note that the download on your Windows Server with Internet Explorer will only work if 
you have configured the Internet Explorer Advanced Security Settings in the Server Manager. 
Please refer to the technical documentation from Microsoft.

The following is PHP version 7.3.3 and is only an example of the latest version 7.3.x that you 
can download at the time of your installation.

https://windows.php.net/download/
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_Download_01.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:icon_required.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Hint.jpg
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Hint.jpg
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Unzipping the ZIP archive

Unzip the ZIP archive just downloaded into a useful system path on your hard drive.

This documentation assumes the .recommended folder structure

For this reason PHP will be unpacked into the folder C:\bluespice\bin\php-7.3.3. If you 
have a different folder structure, you must adapt these paths accordingly.

Setting the environment variable

In order to use PHP easily on the command line of Windows, it is necessary to configure an 
environment variable in Windows accordingly. To do this, perform the following steps:

Enter the key combination Windows+R.

In the following dialog enter "SystemPropertiesAdvanced.exe" (1) and confirm with OK (2):

Click "Environment variables":

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:EnvironmentVariables_01.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Hint.jpg
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In the lower part of the now opened window double-click on the line "Path":

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:EnvironmentVariables_02.png
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Click "New":

Add the path to your unpacked PHP version, which contains the php.exe file:

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:EnvironmentVariables_03.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:EnvironmentVariables_04.png


Setup:Installation Guide/System Preparation
/Windows/PHP 7.3

21.05.2025 This document was created with BlueSpice Page  of 7 30

Close all newly opened windows one after the other by clicking on "OK".

Checking the environment variable

To make sure the environment variable is set correctly, perform the following steps:

Enter the key combination Windows+R.

In the following dialog, enter "cmd" (1) and confirm with OK (2):

At the command prompt, type "php -v" (1) and press the Enter key. The found PHP version will be 
displayed (2).

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_EnvironmentVariables_01.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_EnvironmentVariables_02.png
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If this is not the case, then the path to the php.exe file in the environment variables was 
incorrectly specified.

Configuring IIS for PHP

In the following steps, PHP will be included in IIS and IIS will be configured to provide a working 
basic setup:

First, call IIS Manager. To do this, enter the key combination Windows+R.

In the following dialog, enter "inetmgr" (1) and confirm with "OK" (2):

In the left pane, select your server name (1) and then double-click "PHP Manager" (2):

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_EnvironmentVariables_03.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_01.png
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Click "Register new PHP version":

In the following window select the browse "(...)" button:

To manage the PHP settings in the next window:

Change to the path to which you previously unzipped PHP (1), mark the "php-cgi.exe" (2) and 

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_02.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_03.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_04.png
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Change to the path to which you previously unzipped PHP (1), mark the "php-cgi.exe" (2) and 
confirm the dialog with "Open" (3):

Confirm again with "OK":

Click on "Configure error reporting":

Activate the item "Production machine" (1) and select a path and a file of your choice where PHP 
should save its log (2). Confirm with "Apply" (3):

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_05.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_06.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_07.png
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This documentation assumes the . If the path you specify here recommended folder structure
does not yet exist, please create it before clicking "Apply".

Click "Manage all settings":

Adjust the following settings:

Name Value Section

date.timezone
"Europe/Berlin"
or your timezone

Date

max_execution_time 600 PHP

post_max_size 128M PHP

upload_max_filesize 128M PHP

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_08.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_09.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Hint.jpg


Setup:Installation Guide/System Preparation
/Windows/PHP 7.3

21.05.2025 This document was created with BlueSpice Page  of 12 30

To find these options faster, you can also use the filter (1). Go back afterwards (2):

In the main window, click "Enable or disable an extension":

Make sure that the following extensions are enabled:

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_10.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_11.png
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To activate an extension, select it in the "Disabled" section (1) and activate it by clicking on 
"Enable" (2):

In the next step, expand the tree on the left until the "Default Web Site" becomes visible:

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_12.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_13.png
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Right-click (1) and then click "Remove" (2):

Confirm the following dialog with "Yes":

Right-click on "Sites" (1) and click on "Add Website" (2):

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_14.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_15.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_16.png
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Enter the site name "BlueSpice" (1) and select the path on your server where your BlueSpice 
installation will be located later (2). Confirm with "OK" (3):

This documentation assumes the . If the path you specify here recommended folder structure
does not yet exist, please create it before clicking "OK".

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_17.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHP_IIS_Config_18.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Hint.jpg
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The new page is now listed in the IIS overview page:

Next step

If you have successfully completed all these steps, you can proceed to the next step " ". MariaDB
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Preface

Microsoft Windows distributes program installations and configurations, the web root under IIS, 
etc., to various folders in the file system. Since BlueSpice is a PHP-based web application, it is not 
always easy to use the Windows default system paths in the application. 
For this reason, we recommend creating your own folder structure for BlueSpice, for all related 
data and for additional program installations. 
In the following we describe and recommend a proven folder structure.

Folder structure

As root directory for the installation, "\bluespice\" is specified in the root directory of the drive 
(for example, C:\bluespice or D:\bluespice).

The folder structure based on Unix operating systems is:

bluespice/
│
├─ backup/           # for backups
│
├─ bin/              # for additional programs and custom scripts
│
├─ etc/              # for configuration files
│
├─ opt/
│  └─ bluespice/
│     ├─ cache/         # BlueSpice-specific cache
│     ├─ images/        # file uploads
│     └─ widgets/       # rendered widgets
│
├─ tmp/              # temporary files
│
└─ var/
   ├─ log/           # log files of the web server
   └─ www/           # The actual BlueSpice application

File names for installing programs

When installing programs in \bluespice\ bin, please be sure to install these programs in 
subfolders that contain no special characters and/or spaces.

MariaDB on Windows

A  of this page,  on , was based off this revision.quality version approved 2 August 2021

Contents

 1 Introduction  ..................................................................................................................................... 19
 2 Download  ......................................................................................................................................... 19
 3 Installing MariaDB  ............................................................................................................................ 20
 4 Setting the environment variable  .................................................................................................... 24
 5 Next step  ......................................................................................................................................... 27

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/w/index.php?title=Setup:Installation_Guide/System_Preparation/Windows/MariaDB&stableid=27408
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/w/index.php?title=Special:Log&type=review&page=Setup:Installation_Guide/System_Preparation/Windows/MariaDB


Setup:Installation Guide/System Preparation
/Windows/PHP 7.3

21.05.2025 This document was created with BlueSpice Page  of 18 30

 5 Next step  ........................................................................................................................................ 27



Setup:Installation Guide/System Preparation
/Windows/PHP 7.3

21.05.2025 This document was created with BlueSpice Page  of 19 30

BlueSpice stores your content in a database for which you need to install a 
corresponding server. The steps listed here are required.

Introduction

Alternatively, you can use MySQL at this point, but we recommend the database server MariaDB 
as described below.

Download

In Internet Explorer, open the  (1). Click on the corresponding download official download page
link (2).

Select the MSI package in the 64bit version:

https://downloads.mariadb.org/mariadb
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:MariaDB_Download_01.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:icon_required.png


Setup:Installation Guide/System Preparation
/Windows/PHP 7.3

21.05.2025 This document was created with BlueSpice Page  of 20 30

Follow the further download instructions and download the installation package to your hard disk.

Please note that the download on your Windows Server with Internet Explorer only works if you 
have configured the Internet Explorer Advanced Security Settings in the Server Manager. 
Please refer to the technical documentation from Microsoft.

In the following the MariaDB version 10.3.13 is used and serves as an example only for the 
latest version, which you can download at the time of your installation.

Installing MariaDB

Open the file that you just downloaded: "mariadb-10.3.13-winx64.msi".

Start the installation by clicking "Next":

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:MariaDB_Download_02.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Hint.jpg
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Hint.jpg
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Confirm the license agreement (1) and click "Next" (2):

The next step you confirm by clicking on "Next".

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:MariaDB_Install_01.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:MariaDB_Install_02.png
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Provide a password. It will be used for the administrative user ("root") of the database server (1). 
Then, click "Next" (2):

Confirm the next step by clicking "Next":

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:MariaDB_Install_03.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:MariaDB_Install_04.png
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Confirm the next step by clicking "Next":

Now start the installation:

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:MariaDB_Install_05.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:MariaDB_Install_06.png
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When the installation is complete, exit the installer:

Setting the environment variable

To use MariaDB easily on the command line of Windows, it is necessary to configure an 
environment variable in Windows accordingly. To do this, perform the following steps:

Enter the key combination Windows + R.

In the following dialog, enter "SystemPropertiesAdvanced.exe" (1) and confirm with OK (2):

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:MariaDB_Install_07.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:MariaDB_Install_08.png
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Click "Environment Variables":

In the bottom pane of the now opened window double-click on the line "Path":

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:EnvironmentVariables_01.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:EnvironmentVariables_02.png


Setup:Installation Guide/System Preparation
/Windows/PHP 7.3

21.05.2025 This document was created with BlueSpice Page  of 26 30

Click "New":

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:EnvironmentVariables_03.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:EnvironmentVariables_04.png
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Add the path to your installation of MariaDB, which contains i.a. the file mysql.exe is located. By 
default, this is the path .C:\Program Files\MariaDB 10.3\bin 

Close all previously opened windows one after the other by clicking "OK".

Next step

If you have completed all steps successfully, you can delete the previously downloaded "mariadb-
10.3.13-winx64.msi" file from your hard disk and continue to the next step " ".OpenJDK
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PHP Manager conveniently integrates PHP into your IIS installation. The steps listed 
here are required.

Download

In Internet Explorer, open the  (1). Click "Download this official download page on iis.com
extension" (2).

Confirm the following dialog with "OK":

Follow the further download instructions and download the installation package to your hard disk.

https://www.iis.net/downloads/community/2018/05/php-manager-150-for-iis-10
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.comhttps://en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHPManager_Download_01.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.comhttps://en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHPManager_Download_02.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:icon_required.png
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Please note that the download on your Windows server with Internet Explorer only works if you 
have configured the Internet Explorer Advanced Security Settings in the Server Manager. 
Please note the technical documentation from Microsoft.

Installing PHP Manager

Open the downloaded PHPManagerForIIS_V1.5.0.msi file.

Start the installation by clicking "Next >":

Confirm the license (1) and click on "Next >" (2):

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.comhttps://en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHPManager_Install_01.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Hint.jpg
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The installation is now executed and completed without further confirmation. You can close the 
setup program when finished:

Next step

If you have completed all steps successfully, you can delete the previously downloaded 
"PHPManagerForIIS_V1.5.0.msi" file from your hard disk and continue to the next step " ".PHP 7.3

https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.comhttps://en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHPManager_Install_02.png
https://bs3-en.wiki.bluespice.comhttps://en.wiki.bluespice.com/wiki/File:Setup:PHPManager_Install_03.png
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